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HISTORIC AMERIGAN BUILDINGS SUHVEY ' HABS No. MASS—680'

| SEAMAN'S BETHEL T R H.ABS
Addreas: West gide of Johnny Cake Hill (formerly Bethel 3 NEBEP’5
Street), New Bedford, Bristol County, Massachuset 3
Pregent Qwner: New Bedford Port Soelety, New Bedforﬁ Massachusatts.

Pregent Qeccupant: Owner

Pregent Use:

Chureh:

Brief Statement A waterfromt chapel linked sentimentally with.the

of Significance: whaling industry and Herman Melville's novel, Moby Diek;_”

PART T. HISTORICAL, INFORMATION

A. TPhysical History:

1.

Original and subsequent owners: Bullt for the New Bedford
Port Society; still in their possession /A. Downlng
aMﬁmcw,p.Qﬁ

Date of erection: 1832 /ibid./.

Notes on alterations and additions: "Rebuilt in 1867,
at which time the front was redesigned and the tower
added, and in the interior ihe seating plan reversed."
Zlbld_/ A fictitious pulpit shsped like the prow of a
ship was instelled.

Soureces of information: Antoinette F. Downing, Report
cn the Historiecal and Architeetursl Merit of the Build- -
ings in or near the Aresg between Union and Willism-
Hamilton Streets and Acushnet Avenue and the Waterfroni
in New Bedford, Massachusetts (Hew Bedford: City
Planning Depariment, 1961), p. 9.

Manuseripts and drawings for the original building and
the 1867 slterations are in the Whaling Muaseum, New
Bedford, Massachusetis,

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

A. General Statement:

1.

Architectural character: A neeting house rather pile- .
turesquely located in the old waterfront area of New
Bedford, largely altered.

Condition of.fabric: ‘Sound structurally and well
maintained. : ' : :
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